
Motions Questions and Answers: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 13/4/20 

 
13/4/20 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional guidance it is providing to key workers who are 
delivering essential services to students who remain (a) in student accommodation 
and (b) carrying out research throughout the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28121) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government’s key workers categorisation, 
published at the end of March, is designed to support local authorities make 
decisions regarding access to critical childcare provision. It sits within broader 
guidance on the closure of schools and non-essential businesses. 
In agreement with CoSLA and local councils, decisions about key workers and 
access to childcare places are taken locally. This allows each community to allow 
local priorities to be addressed. The Government will continue to work with partners 
to ensure local and national priorities can be met. It is not publishing further guidance 
at this time. 
 
14/4/20 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with universities to ensure that students are not required 
to pay student fees for accommodation that they are unable to stay in due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28104) 

Richard Lochhead: Scottish Government officials are in regular discussion with 
providers of student accommodation and their networks to work together to support 
students and to find solutions to issues as they emerge. 
At the end of March, I wrote to all college and university principals, copying my letter 
to the networks involving student accommodation providers, asking that, in addition 
to their ongoing support for students, for those students who are remaining in 
accommodation, they look sympathetically on any need for them to extend their stay 
beyond existing arrangements. In addition, I asked that for those who have returned 
home and are having to ask to break agreements, they look on their situation 
sympathetically and continue to be as helpful as possible to avoid disadvantaging 
them. 
On 8 April, I wrote, specifically to private providers of student accommodation, 
through the networks they belong to. I reiterated my request that providers treat 
students sympathetically in the action they can take in relation to their 
accommodation issues. I urged them to ensure that students are not disadvantaged. 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assurances are in place for the fee status of EU undergraduates 
who are due to start at Scotland's universities in 2021-22, in light of the COVID-19 
outbreak. (S5W-28120) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has continued to progress work on 
the fee status of EU undergraduates who will be starting at Scotland’s universities in 
2021-22. This work has been continued as we work to support the further and higher 
education sectors through the challenges posed by the Coronavirus pandemic. 



The Scottish Government has already confirmed that EU students who commence a 
higher education course up to and including Academic Year 2020-21 will continue to 
benefit from tuition fee support for the duration of their course. This support also 
extends to those who then articulate to another higher education course immediately 
thereafter. 
We will continue to progress work in this area and will aim to provide an update in 
the near future. 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the take-up of childcare has been in response to the COVID-19 outbreak by 
each type of key worker, broken down by industry sector. (S5W-28123) 

John Swinney: The level of detail requested is not held centrally. The data that has 
been provided by local authority indicates that around 1% of the relevant school and 
early year’s population have been attending local authority hubs since schools were 
asked to close. 
 
16/4/20 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has carried out of the potential seriousness of the 
impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the sustainably of universities across all of their 
activities, including the financial risk, and what additional support it will offer the 
sector in light of this. (S5W-28119) 

Richard Lochhead: Work around the financial impact of COVID-19 on universities is 
being progressed as a priority and at pace by the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Funding Council. We are working closely with our universities and other 
stakeholders, including through the Further and Higher Education Covid-19 
Ministerial Leadership Group, to build an understanding of immediate and longer-
term impacts across teaching, research, staff and student issues and how to support 
universities through this very difficult time. We are also discussing additional support 
with the UK Government and have committed to working with our universities to 
ensure they remain at the forefront of global education as we emerge from this crisis. 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
action it will take to address any growth in the attainment gap that might arise during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. (S5W-28207) 

John Swinney: Closing the poverty related attainment gap is the defining mission of 
this government and our commitment to that will remain consistent throughout and 
beyond this challenging period. We recognise the challenges that this 
unprecedented situation presents, in particular for children and families from the 
most deprived backgrounds. 
To address this, we are continuing with our commitment to invest £182 million from 
the Attainment Scotland Fund in 2020-21. I have been clear that this can be 
deployed flexibly by local authorities and headteachers to support vulnerable 
learners from the most deprived backgrounds during this period while maintaining a 
focus on closing the poverty-related attainment gap. In parallel, Education Scotland’s 
Attainment Advisors continue to provide dedicated support to each local authority. 
In addition to this, we are providing an additional £350 million through the 
Communities Fund to support local government, the third sector, communities and 
the public during this unprecedented public health emergency. 
 



17/4/20 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether full-time students from the EU with private sector leases are 
covered by the no-evictions policy that it has announced in response to the COVID-
19 outbreak. (S5W-28247) 

Kevin Stewart: The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, which came into force on 7 
April 2020, further protects people living in the mainstream private rented sector, 
including any students. 
The temporary measures introduced by the emergency legislation supports tenants 
to be secure in their homes during the coronavirus pandemic by extending the notice 
to leave period for up to 6 months, ensuring tenants have additional time to apply for 
and receive the available support so they can pay their bills in the short term and, if 
necessary, to give them time to plan for the longer term over this unprecedented 
crisis. 
The extended notice periods apply to notices which have been issued from 7 April 
2020 and apply across the board, for all statutory tenancies currently in existence in 
the private and social rented sectors until 30 September 2020. 
These measures will prevent evictions during the pandemic, providing certainty for 
tenants who are concerned about paying their rent and supporting efforts to reduce 
the spread of the disease by keeping people in their homes, it also ensures that 
tenants have time to apply for and benefit from the interventions available to support 
them to pay their bills, before a landlord can take eviction action. 


